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f. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum weekly 
and hourly wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia and each 
State, together with index numbers with base 3 year 1954 = 100. 


Zo The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for a particular occupation, 
and for most occupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 12) and "secondary" 
wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for skill, etc., and 
loadings of various kinds. in the majority of cases such rates are prescribed in 
awards or determinations of Commonwealth or State industrial authorities or in 
agreements registered with then. Some rates are prescribed in unregistered 
agreements between employers and employees. 


30 The Minimum Wage Rate Index is based on the occupation structure 

existing in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived from 
two sample surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey of Awards in 
April, 1954, which showed the number of employees covered by individual awards, 
determinations and agreements, and provided employee weights for each industry as 
well as a basis for the Survey of Award Occupations made in November, 1954. This 
second survey showed the number of employees in each occupation within selected 
awards, etc., in the various industries, thereby providing occupation weights. 


4. The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative 
occupations within each industry. They have been derived entirely from represen- 
tative awards, determinations and agreements in force at the end of each period 
commencing with March, 1939, for adult males and March, 1951, for adult 
females. The index for adult males includes rates for 3,424 award designations. 
However, as some of these designations are operative within more than one industry, 
or in more than one State, the total number of individual award occupations is 2,320, 
For adult females the corresponding numbers are 1,103 and 518, By use of the 
industry and occupation weights derived from the Surveys described above, these 
rates were combined to give weighted averages for each industry group for each 
State and Australia. Because of coverage difficulties the rural industry is not 
included in the index. 


5.0 Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, etc. which 
relate solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded. 


6. In ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for representative 
occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as representative 
in the base year (1954) did not exist in earlier years. In such cases another 
occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from the same award and 
variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken to be representative 

for the earlier period. 


Te Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly in 
some States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is likely 
to have some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or expanding 
industries on the index is not significant, because occupations in such industries 
Can usually be covered by existing awards, and the wage rates for the new 
occupations conform very closely to those for existing occupations. Occasionally, 
however, an entirely new award is made +) cover a new industry, and in such cases 
occupations from the new award are introduced into the index whenever such action 
is warranted by the number of employees in the industry. By these means it has 
been possible for the occupations in the index to be kept, as nearly as may be, 
continuously representative and for a high degree of comparability to be preserved 
Over a long period. 





4 


8. Weighted averages of the components of the total minimum weekly wage rate, 
i.e. basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for adult male 
employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those covered by State awards » 
etc. These particulars are published in Tables 3 and 4 of this bulletin. Relevant 
definitions are as follows:- 


"Commonwealth awards, etc." include awards of, or agreements registered 
with, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, and 
determinations of the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 


"State awards, etc." include awards or determinations of, or agreements 
registered with, State industrial tribunals, together with certain 
unregistered agreements, where these are dominant in the particular 
industries to which they refer. 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates 
prescribed in awards, etc., for the occupations included in the index 
for each State. For industries other than mining, metropolitan basic 
wage rates have generally been used. However, there are a number of 
occupations for which basic wage rates other than the metropolitan 
rate are prescribed. Also in some States at various times, State 
Government employees under Commonwealth awards have been paid State 
basic wage rates, and the basic wage rates of some employees have been 
subject to automatic quarterly adjustments while those of other 
employees within the same jurisdiction have remained unchanged. In 
all such cases the basic wage rate actually paid is used in tables 
herein. For these and other reasons, the weighted average basic wage 
rates shown in the tables in this section differ, in the majority of 
cases, from the metropolitan basic wage rates shown in Tables 11 and 
12 of Section II. 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, awarded 
to particular classifications of employees for features attaching to 
their work, such as skill, experience, arduousness or other like 
factors. 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings 
prescribed in awards, etc. for the occupations included in the index. 


96 The proportion of employees covered by Commonwealth and State awards, 
etc., varies considerably as between States. In addition, the proportions of 
employees engaged in the respective industries differ from State to State. As a 
result there are relatively wide differences between the weighted average amounts 
of margins and loadings in the several States. 


10. The wage rates shown in the tables in this section should not be 
regarded as actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, 
indicative of trends. Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index numbers 
measure the relative level of minimum wages as between States. 


11. Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males should not be compared with 
average weekly earnings per employed male unit, shown in Section III, because the 
latter include not only the earnings of adult wage-earners but also those of all 
salaried employees, junior wage-earners and part-time and casual employees. 


12. Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at the 
end of each quarter from March. 1939 to December, 1956 and as at the end 

of each month from January, 1957. Particulars for adult females are compiled 
quarterly and are available from March, 1951. For details of wage rates and 
index numbers from 1939 reference should be made to the following Statistical 
Bulletins: - 


S.B. 123 - Minimum Weékly Wage Rates, 1939 to 1959. 

S.B. 124 - Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, January, 1960 to June, 1962 
(containing final figures for the period January to 
December, 1960) 

S.B. 354 - Minimum Wage Rates, January, 1961 to June, 1963. 


Se In some cases, when awards, etc. are varied, the new wage rates are made 
retrospective. Also there is generally an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in margins and loadings in respect of 
the occupations included in the index. Such retrospective, etc. effects on figures 
already published for recent months are generally incorporated in revisions made at 
the time of publication of detailed special Statistical Bulletins (see paragraph 12). 
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TABLE 1. ~— MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a 


INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31ST MARCH, 1964’ 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 





RATES OF WAGE 


es. 4d. 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 442 2 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. 369 11 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 0 8 4 Diss 
Food, Drink and Tobacco i 9 8 51 ey alae 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 6 0 1 3] 363 11 
Paper, Printing, etc. 1 4 6 4] 400 2 
Other Manufacturing 6 7 1 5; 368 O 
All Manufacturing Groups 8 1 2 Gis O pss 
Building and Construction 1 0 5 4; 381 9 
Railway Services 10 4 1 O} 367 3 
Road and Air Transport 10 8 O Aes (count 
Shipping and Stevedoring 1 ) 10 4) 368 8 
Communication 10 9 9 S) ays ka Fa eee 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 1 O 4 Ba eo fal eee 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services O 4 1 4} 368 4 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 7 4 T hy Says a, 
All Industry Groups (c) { 8 i (imc yhsy 10 





INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 14365 1) 35-5) hel 500 





Manufacturing <- 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. oT 9 50 3 | 133-3 | 134.6 | 131.0 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear J Ale we Pou eos Int oae Ataledo ras 
Food, Drink and Tobacco oJ 02 =| 128.4 Se al SiS io Oe CASA a Crs 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc, 0 o4 | 125.0 Oe Coe enticing leo 
Paper, Printing, etc. a, Bey lls 02 | 152.4 | 132.9 | 141.7 
Other Manufacturing »O o1 | 125.4 ee Me gee ey eO shel sUes 
All Manufacturing Groups 2 Sf lees Se SCL bsnl aces Nes 
Building and Construction 1 9 | 126.2 Soo oca ae Plse Om eden ee 
Railway Services 6 ell soc on alicoe late 322.0 wit 3060 
Road and Air Transport 20 Oey eee, SOP RU SOS ISSN Sse, 
Shipping and Stevedoring 4 9 Te, UE WeFiee 2g) let oOs2 
Communication 5 A afk 8 |144.9 | 144.2 145.6 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 23 8 ) 32 ooh Sit Soest lobe. 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 23 »6 126.4 | 135.7 | 130.4 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc, zal 126.9 125.6 125.10 
All Industry Groups (c) 8 132.9 | 132.6 | 133.1 


5 See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, etc. 
Excludes rural. | 


(% 
v 


6. 
TABLE 2. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time) , as. prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 









a Ss a gs. d. Se Gs BS. de 3 d. 
December = 
1939 1 oT (1 99 5 94 1 6 92 2 98 4 
1945 6 [PAE 118 1 116 © 4 {iqksy = {i T2087 
1950 2 201 9 195 2 ToT a ff 198 O 202 0 
ede), 3 | 295 7 | 283 6 | 285 1 293 7 | 297 O 
1959 S21 340201 3344 389) 9 | 347 1 344 8 
1960 O |} 349 11 350 8 | 342 2 1 351 Ono ee 
1961 5 | 362 2 | 359 10 | 354 7 9 | 362 8 | 365 9 
1962 feist een s\ale) Sick ye solr 8 | 364 7 fF 366 6 
1963 2 | 371 5 | 369 10 | 363 6 1Oms BZ eon oo ae 
1963 ~ March 5 363 9 360 O 356 9 8 364 10 367 O 
April Z 366 9 360 10 360 4 3 367 «5 369 6 
May o | 368 O | 363 4 | 362 1 0 | 368 8 | 371 6 
June O 368 10 366 3 362 4 3 369 2 Bie ae 
July 3 Bi Oem 368 6 362 9 8 By GLa: Bo ogee, 
August 0 | 370 7 | 369 2 | 362 10 Alesana ane 
September Dati O69 a2 aio03 10 fea CE Sie 8 
October 8 | 371 3 | 369 4 | 363 4 Aaa oe le 4a 
November Omriaa7 es 369 9 363 6 6 Ae e 374 9 
December 2 ee ee: 369 10 363 «6 10 B72 wee sya. © 
1964 - January a 1 372 56 1-369 11 363 «8 Oia dae: 375 5 
February Gal 372 me) 309 1 dane 305 me On reyes ed ple Siesat 
March 7 372 8 | 369 11 3630 9 sys afl 376 O 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
December = 
1939 3564 34.4 3508 33-3 35.6 32.6 34.8 
1945 43.4 42.9 41.8 Ai.1 42.6 40.9 AZ. T 
4950 13.0 darerey 69.1 70.1 le O 70.1 Tle 
1955 108.1 104.7 TOO ce 100.9 NOGie 5 104.0 105.2 
1959 124.0 eiltet 116.4 120.4 1 Ad 122.9 122.0 
1960 12665 123.9 12402 12t.e 126.8 1245 T2500 
1961 13202 128.2 ahead BAe! 125.6 2666 128.4 129.5 
1962 Acre eA rel | 12[24 126.2 1295 12901 129.8 
1963 135.3 131.5 131.0 2G an aT eulee, 132.8 
1963 - March 13250 126.6 lite 126e3 12965 Vege 129.9 
April 13355 129.9 2G 127.6 (Bo OIRLe, 73084 130.8 
May Awe 130.3 128.6 262 13025 ORS: ei leaas) 
June 134.6 13056 129. / 1282-5 One 13067] aieelaliace' 
July 134.6 teilei2 (OES: Zoo Tato TSilee > To eee 
August 134.9 Tate 130.7 128.5 t32oe 131.6 11 eVeaeh 
September {isa @ “ehalegre! TAO (easiee ace 126 letZce 
October 1354 Sie EeiOlnte' 128.6 aca A316 13226 
November Slane teSulues) 130.9 fl eslnd| 132.6 13 leo jes Ana | 
December less ASD ca) T2orcd. eyed! 131.9 iseeo 
1964 - January alesis: 134.69 1341310 2526 132510 cee 132.9 
February 135.6 13159 131.0 P2640 1BiZiancc seco AS eu 
March ye ols. Ae ao gles a fae. 128.8 13260 iae.6 Sitios 


(a) Excludes rural. 


See paragraph 10, page 4. 








TABLE 


C 


To 
o ~ MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES 3 
3715T MARCH, 


ADULT MALES (a 


OMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE 1964 





Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime) , as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 


Commonwealth Awards, etc. 


State Basic 
Wage |Margin 
Ss. Go] & : 





metropolitan rates shown in Tables 11 and 12. 


TABLE 








N.S.W. 295 3 
Vis. 2oT 5) 

, ald. hd fs aS 
Sans 283 6 
W.A. 200 ue > 

- Taso Laskey a (8 
Aust. 289 10 
oe Excludes rural. 
’b 


o ~ MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES 3 


State Awards, etc. All Awards, etc. 

=e aia Load-| Total eRe argie Loade |Total 
ee : ing | Wage | Wage “ling | Wage 
S. da. So Gel Se Go} Se do Bo de 


Load-j Total 
ing | Wage 























Be Go] So | Bo Go S. de 
381 11302 70175 3 386 45 383 7 

367 #34287 989 5 384 8 372 «8 

3 2 176 10 369 2 369 11 

2 1282 62 A 1353 11 363 9 

Su bie oe 13 4 by oan. 

" 11294 f 07 Bist aS See i 

| )e Ga abe ene a ay), (6 5] Suisse (qe 376 0 








see paragraph 10, page A. For definitions see paragraph 8, page 4. 


The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the 


See explanation on page 4. 


ADULT MALES, AUSTRALIA (a 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATER 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements 


December - 
1939 
1945 
1950 
1955 


a 


OM wu 


O “IO PO Po 


Commonwealth Awards, etc. 


— Basic : 
of - : ._ | Load- 
Wage |Margin| ", 
i ing 





State Awards, etc. All Awards, etc. 











Total) yee?) ein |Load-|Total | Total 
Wage ( aN 6 ing | Wage | Wage 
Bol Gs oe Os | Be Gels Oc Bo Gs Be Ge 
3 4} 97 O} 8114111 17 410 6) 99 9 330 5 | 98 4 
4 11120 8! 98 14] 20 O12 51120 6 813 31120 7 
8 1 1201 91161 8] 35 315 5 |202 4 614. 71202 O 
8 4 1294 01244 8] 50 615 01300 2 71371297 O 
2 0 }349 41275 8] 59 6)4 8 | 339 10 5}3 10 |} 344 8 
1 2 1351 5;285 2; 68 515 3 1358 10 314 2 1355 O 
8 6 1363 111293 5] 68 11/5 3 1367 7 10}4 5 {365 9 
2 1 1364 10}293 4] 69 415 11 1368 4 315 O 1366 6 
a4 Deere ibe Ol 75 61601071 377 4 11D ESD OC 
1 1365 11293 5{| 69 6/6 71 1369 O 515 + 1367 O 
2 1369 71293 7} 69 916 1 1369 5 1015 1 1369 6 
Cae hese ea eee On aC Oo means nnd Doe isi ao 
CeO tO Ad See eee G eile 2 es Ok Se bo eee 
esi) 201294. Fi A 316 71375. 32 2 Ts aed Sf Ce a 
2S Ve 2a Ona Aree aonmG 0) ay Goed £15 4 1374 0 
21312 ~ONeg> SOr 4 1016. 9 1376 77 OS Sula 
Za We pPo5 al eS on Ob Mom = esi on | ew ii/ 6. LO eo anal 
Ae DbeJO ON Poem Sera Oa sy 7 O15 5 13749 
Bye We ae 84} 23e Gy On Sane Kova TH Olan Rew remy! dee ns (eo 
Bi gueOlcooueO ls > elo 1 ior) eS Sloe ao: 
Some ticooer Ole Ouro? e208 376mm 375 11 
SHES wails) (O)\ nays) Way ie PAs 4 376 0 

NOTE. - For footnotes see Table 3 above. 
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TABLE 5. = MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES ADULT MALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31ST MARCH, 1964 





Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 





Industry Group 








Mining and Quarrying (b) 108.15 134.26 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, eto 109.58 110.98 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 104.037 1OoS 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 106325) Taee6 3 
Sawmilling, Furniture, ete. 108.25 109.18 
Paper, Printing, etGo 117.90 120.20 
Other Manufacturing 108.22 | 110.46 
All Manufacturing Groups 109.03 Vliet O 
Building and Construction 110.40 Via 93 
Railway Services 106. 33 110.20 
Road and Air Transport HOG 16 VA ott 
Communication sia Se) ASS: 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 108.60 | 113.12 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and | 
Community and Business Services 107.14} Aen6n 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 103.73 106.45 
All Industry Groups (cs) 1 109.21 112.99 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 
Mining and Quarrying (b) 168.6] 131.1] 158.5] 127.4 158.1 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, ets. 134) 129. 71 180.7 | 129% 1 130.7 
Textiles, Clothing and | 
Footwear TeSaon coed Teale oO W225 127.20 
Food, Drink and Tobacco Asan] ola Ae Oi Ore aimee ois W315 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 12 ee eoes 24.6 WEA GS: 128.6 
Paper, Printing, ete. ep Oul waded [ee a4 Octal sooo 141.6 
Other Manufacturing yea AAS ALS. Toe eq ee 130.1 
All Manufacturing Groups 13251 | 130.4 129.0 VZ264 130.9 
Building and Construction 137 O11 B0eOl tebe? 1 3080 134.9 
Railway Services ies ioyrr cl | peLatete| eno eee 129.8 
Road and Air Transport Tet Gh eget lec wom aeieoed 13156 
Communication TAG ei 144.4 | 146.0 145.5 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 1S. Ones lee 127.9 iaisee 
Public Authority (n.e.is) and 
Community and Business Services lie Gut oace 12929 4126.2 lee 6 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal : 
Service, eto Neo. Cuil cenO |i cosg mal eece 125.4 
All Industry Groups (c) 135.8] 131.8] 130.8 | 128.6 13361 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 
(c) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. 








(») For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, etc. 


The former is not included in the 
Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation 
of hourly wage rates are not available. 
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TABLE 6, ~ MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 






December «= 








1939 26.91 
1945 33-95 
1950 60.70 
1955 89.36 
1959 163.55 
1960 106.71 
4964 109.91 
1962 110.16 
1963 112.66 
1963 - March 110.29 
April 111.04 
May 111.66 
June 111.89 
July 112.24 
August 112.41 
September 112.46 
October 112.54 
November aerate, 
December 112.66 
1964 - January 11219 
February 112.94 
March hea 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base « Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
December - 
1939 32.4 Svc 32.4 29.6 31.7 
1945 39.6 | 38.9 38.4 37-3 38.9 
1950 1320 104 69.0 70.0 T1.-5 
1955 108.2 104.7 100.4 104.2 105. 
1959 124. Om ete wales 122.9 122.0 
1960 128.5 123.8 124.1 124.5 le Det 
1961 132.3 128.1 eed eae 128.4 129.5 
1962 Wess lecae Vee a ° NeGee 129.8 
1963 eS yer aeoaleess i SI@Als 26 JY iP Sithryte Liao are | 
‘963 - March MR eR loyar [Sif else Read ays a8 al 129.3 129.5 
April loco PAS IRA | 127.6 es ae 30s 130.8 
May 134.6 130%%2 128.5 51 is 130.6 Wests o) 
June 134.6 {ESOS UPA AS ne a0) UO isteo 
July SA Us wee, 130.4 nae Als heoiteees 3eea 
August 13469 Tilo 1306 of of sited 132.8 
September 135.0 alee 130.6 4 ais) labs anats 13265 
October 135.1 131 3 13086 05 DY (aa hac bess 132.6 
November Ne oee AS ile 3 135060 =) 8 RS Eis 13226 
December 135.3 ates 130.8 06 9 1376 1G VZEY | 
1964 - January sss lesen 130.8 a6 AG, sya: 132.9 
February 125.6 Use 130.8 z6 AL, Ws2e) 135e0 
March 135.6 131.6 150.6 6 al 132.6 1S) 1 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The 
former is not included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite 
particulars for the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. 
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TABLE 7. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES s ADULT FEMALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31ST MARCH, 1964 


‘Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rateSe - 








Industry Group 





Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 

Food, Drink and Tobacco 

Other Manufacturing 

All Manufacturing Groups 

Transport and Communication 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 

Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
‘Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels,;Personal Service, etc. 
All Industry Groups (b) 

INDEX NUMBERS 
Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia 


Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 138.9 | 130.1 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear V2Cru ele eOwe 
Food, Drink and Tobacco TAO) Heo 
Other Manufacturing 2\5nS) RU AS)a2 
All Manufacturing Groups eA cote alice 
Transport and Communication 14364 1136.0 
Wholesale and Retail Trade NO etoy et hela di 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 146.3 | 135.6 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service,etc.} 133-7 126.0 
All Industry Groups (b) 139.9 | 130.9 


a) See paragraph 10, page 4. b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building 
and construction. 


TABLE 8. =- MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 
Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time). as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc.; and index numbers of wage rates. 


RATES OF WAGE 





a. d.l es. di @. del os. @ Ge Se de 

December - 1951 172 414172 21161 24170 3 6 170 4 
1959 DAG sol ealamseegu se Tesoro 1 242 2 

1960 261 341246 7] 239 44242 11 2 251 8 

1961 269 21256 71255 6)252 0 ‘| 261 2 

1962 269 114256 81 255 7]252 4 1 261 6 

1963 eka (5) XS10) Sar | SE aril AGIs 16 5 266 2 

1963 - March PIOmmO 25m O 1cooe lO eoemn4 1 261 11 
June (272 11259 91258 474253. 9 9 264 3 

co aT3 ee Fiber aloes o| 66 ace 

1964 - March | 278 6 1260 261 2 1 2 67 11 


INDEX NUMBERS 

Base 3: Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 
December - 1951 | 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 
1963 - March 

June 

september 

December 
1964 - March , ; : 
(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building and 
construction. 
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TABLE 9. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31ST MARCH, 1964 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates 


Industry Group [N.s.w] vic.] Qia.[ s.a.[ W.a.[ Tas. [ Aust. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 





Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 19-97 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 76.09 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 78.65 
Other Manufacturing TO os 
All Manufacturing Groups fnew 
Transport and Communication 87.60 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 84.98 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services Gjec4 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. Ost 
All Industry Groups (b Siewa 

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 

Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc, i Sia “(0 WSeon seco 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 1276 23 122.21 126.4 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 138.9 are) 122.51) 13026 
Other Manufacturing 136.5 ae eBoy mae ea 
All Manufacturing Groups 1333 ~6 1226829. 3 
Transport and Communication 1A9e2 5 149-9] 145.5 
Wholesale and Retail Trade oul nn 5 126.8] 141.1 


Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. 
All Industry Groups (b) 


148.11 141.5 
Neged ml oOns 
Tee 340 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building 
and construction. 


TABLE 10. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


End of - CW-SW. | vic. | @ia. | S.A. | WA. | Tes. | must. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 


Pa 2 ra 
& ONO 
° ° . 
(@ 0 at @ 0) FS) 





December - 1951 52. 30 





51.51 
1959 7 5. 66 73.26 
1960 79-31 76.13 
1961 81.71 79.00 
1962 81.68 79.10 
1963 83.33 80.52 
1963 - March 81.96 79.23 
June 82.59 19.93 
hed icons oeee ened 
196 es es RA° of 87:6 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 





lecembex ~ 1951 86.9 
1959 2D. (i 
1960 LENG 
1961 gio rod | 
1962 135.7 LS. 
1963 138.4 8 
1963 - March esto oye) 
Junie 137-2 2 
september 137.9 oo 
December 138.4 (Ais 
1964 - March 140.4 Ws 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building and 
construction. 
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II. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Basic wage rates are determined by Commonwealth or State industrial author- 
ities. The basic wage is that part of the minimum wage to which are added margins for 
skill, etc. and loadings. It is determined without regard to any circumstance 
pertaining to the occupation or industry of an employee. 


For further information reference should be made to the Labour Report, in 
which the history of basic wage fixation in Australia is dealt with at some length. 
For tables showing Commonwealth and State basic wage rates over a long period of years 
see the Appendix to Labour Report No. 49, 1961. 


COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission may, for the 
purpose of preventing or settling an industrial dispute extending beyond the limits of 
any State, make an order or award altering the basic wage or the principles upon which 
it is computed. In practice, the Commission holds general basic wage inquiries from 
time to time and its findings apply to industrial awards within its jurisdiction. 
After the 1961 Basic Wage Inquiry the Commission decided that Commonwealth basic wages 
should in future be adjusted annually in accordance with movements in the Consumer 
Price Index for the six capital cities (weighted average), unless the Commission was 
persuaded to the contrary by those opposing the change, and that a review of the 
economy generally,and in particular of productivity increases, would take place every 
three or four years. Since December, 1950 the basic wage for adult females has been 
75 per cent. of the adult male rate. 


TABLE 11. — COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 





Operative (a) 







ADULT MALES 

d. ds d. a d ag. 4. 

1951 - November 0 0 0 0 O 0 200 O 
1952 - November O 0 0 0 0 0 231 0 
1953 - August (b) 0 0 0 0 0 O | 236 O 
1956 - June (c) 0 0 0 0 © O | 246 O 
1957 = 15th May(c) O 0 ©) 0 @ O | 256 0 
1958 - 21st May(c) 0 0 0 O 0 O | 261 O 
1959 - 1ith June(c] 0 O O 0 @) Ome c1G410 
1961 - 7th July(c 0 0 0 0 @) O | 288 O 
1964 - 19th June(c)}315 0 0 O O O O | 308 O 

ADULT FEMALES 

Bo a. do d. d. d. d. d 

1951 ~- November 155 O 0 6 0 6 O 0 
1952 - November 177 6 O @) 6 0 6 0 
1953 - August (b) [182 0 0 6 0 0 6 ) 
1956 - June (c) 189 6 6 O 6 6 0 6 
1957 - iced i 197 O 0 6 0 0 6 0 
1958 - 21st May(c)}201 0 0 O 0 6 0 6 
1959 - 11th June(c)212 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 
1961 - 7th pind O 0 6 O ©) 6 0 
1964 - 19th June(c)}236 0 0 6 0 0 6 O 





(a) Rates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing in the 
month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. (b) Automatic quarterly adjust- 
ment in accordance with variations in retail price index numbers discontinued. 

(c) Rates declared subsequent to an injuiry. 








13. 
STATE BASIC WAGES 


Tn New South Wales the basic wage is automatically adjusted each quarter in 
accordance with variations in the Consumer Price Index, State basic wages are not 
declared in Victoria and Tasmania, but Wages Boards, which determine minimum rates to be 
paid in various industry groups or callings, now generally adopt Commonwealth rates. In 
Queensland the industrial authority may declare a basic wage only after a full inquiry. 
In South Australia the rates have been the same as Commonwealth rates since 1950. The 
industrial authority in Western Australia determinesthe basic wage each quarter after 
considering retail price index numbers. In all States, since May, 1961 the basic wage 
for adult females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. The rates for the 
capital cities in each State are shown in Table 12. 


TABLE 12. - STATE BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 


Adult Adult | Adult 
Vales Females Date Operative (a) Males 
Bo de Bo oP So Ge 


NEW SOUTH WALES BASIC WAGE ~ SYDNEY RATES 














Adult 
Females 
BS. de 


Date Operative (a) 





























1953 - August (bd) 243 0 1962 - February 0 22550 
1955 - November (c) 2530 May 0 225 0 
1956 - November 274 O August O 224 6 
1957 ~- November 21050 November O AAS PS, 
1958 ~- November 273 O 1963 - February O 226 O 
1959 ~ November 279 O May 0 226 6 
1960 - November 294 0 August O 227 6 
1961 - November 301 O November O 227 6 
1962 - November 300 O 1964 - February 0 227 6 

| | May _ O O 

VICTORIAN BASIC WAGE - MELBOURNE RATES 
1953 - November 237 O ATT S76 1959 ~ June (d Zio ao 206 O 
1954 - November | 234 0 175 6 1961 - July (a) 287 0 215 0 
1955 - November 246 O 184 6 
1956 - August (b) 263 0 197 0 
QUEENSLAND BASIC WAGE = BRISBANE RATES 

1953 - 2nd November | 222 0O 149 O 19614 - 30th January 280 O 194 9 
1954 - 1st February 225 0 151 0 1st May (e) 280 0 210.0 
1955 - 24th October 229 0 154 0 29th May (e) 284 0 213 0 
1956 - 29th October 241 0 162 6 1963 - 6th May (e) 286 0 214 6 
1957 - 29th July 241 O 162 6 
1958 - 27th October 256 O 173 6 
1959 - 26th October 267 O 182 O 
1960 - 31st October 276 0 191 0 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE - ADELAIDE RATES 


NOTE: Since February, 1950 these rates have been the same as the Commonwealth basis 
wage rates for Adelaide (see previous table). 





WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE - METROPOLITAN RATES 


1953 - 27th July 246 6 160 3 | 1961 - 31st July 225. 5 
1955 - 9th August ASV SE AS. 164 1 30th October 224 1 
1956 - 29th Ostober 265 2 172 A 1963 - 22nd April 22a 
1957 - 28th October 272 9 177 3 29th July 226 1 
1958 - 27th October 273—«+5 177 9 11964 = 27th April 228 2 
1959 - 26th October 281 6 183 0 
1960 ~- 2dth October 294 7 220 11 
1961 - 30th October 298 9 224 1 





TASMANIAN BASIC WAGE - HOBART RATES 


1959 - July (d 
1961 - July (4d) 















February 
May 
August (b) 


220 6 







(a) See Table 11.  (b) See Table 11. (ec) Automatic adjustments re-introduced. 
8 Commonwealth basic wage rates adopted by most wages boards in the months shown. 
e) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. 
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TII. AVERAGE WEBKLY EARNINGS 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of employment and 
of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct collections 
and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. Pay of members of the defence forces 
is not included. 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for males and 
females separately from the sources mentioned above; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units. Male units represent total male 
employment plus a proportion of female employment based on the approximate ratio of 
female to male earnings. As it was not possible to estimate the ratio of male to 
female earnings in the several States the same ratio has been used in each State. 
Because the astual ratio may vary between States precise comparisons between average 
earnings in different States cannot be made on the basis of the figures shown. 


For a number of reasons average weekly earnings per employed male unit 
cannot be compared with the minimum weekly wage rates shown in Tabies 1 - 4. The 
figures in Tables 1 - 4 are weighted average minimum (award) rates payable to adult 
male wage earners in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each 
month or year. Those in Table 42 represent actual average weekly earnings for all 
wage earners and salaried employees (whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, 
casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 


TARLE 13. = AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) 


(£) 








1954-55 17.69 17617 
1955-56 18.97 18. 34 
1956-57 19.95 19.21 
1957-58 20.48 19.73 
1958--59 Pag ag 7 | 20.34 
1959-60 2205 21.93 
1960-61 24.06 22.98 
1961-62 24.55 23.62 
1962-63 25.08 24.23 
1961 - December Quarter 25.64 24.49 
1962 - March o 23235 22.65 
June ° PLS Pale PANES: 
September dy 2A Pad a | 
December i 26n25 PSB \(8, 
1963 - March 0 23.86 22720 
June , Peay (il 2aeos 
September " 2a PROS 
December x PS BA 26.85 
1964 - March oe ELS ROM Zuwee 





(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, over- 
time earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or retrospective- 
ly during the periods specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. (o>) Includes the 
Australian Capital Territory. (¢) Includes the Northern Territory. 


NOTE:- Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal influences. 


Comp2risons as to trend are generally best made by relating complete years or 
corresponding periods of incomplete years. However, comparisons of December 
quarter, 1963 and March quarter, 1964 with the corresponding quarters of 
previous years are affected by additional prepayments arising from extensions 
of annual leave from tio to three weeks. 


Seasonally adjusted indexes of average earnings are shown in Table 14. 
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o - INDEXES OF AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (a) : AUSTRALIA 
(Base of each Index : Year 1953-54 = 100) 


Seasonally Adjusted 


TABLE 


1 








Ali Pee | ALL | 
Period Industries — Period Industries NoNUi(oyuring 
alts wea _ __(b 5 

1954-55 105.1 1959 - March Qtr. 124.0 12504 
1955-56 112.3 June " 125.5 126.8 
1956-57 st rad | Depts 130.3 leGanes. 
1957-58 120.8 Dec. Y Tayo Waza 
1958-59 24.5 1960 - March " 136.4 137.5 
1959-60 134.5 June iy 138.9 139.5 
1960-61 140.6 Sept. " 139.0 140.2 
1961-62 144.7 Dec. " 140.4 TAs 
1962-63 ee 1961 - March " 141.5 142.4 
1954 =- Dec. Qtr. TOs. June i" 141.7 WAOre 
1955 - March " 105.5 Se ee eee 

June " 108.8 ° es 

pept. ' 109.9 1962 - March " aGe2 144.4 

Dec. " 110.7 June " Ao 3 loyal 
1956 = esen | ui3 7 eee 

June it 114.9 i ° 

sept. " lies 1963 - March " VAG eT 149.3 

Dec. A 1a TERLO, June a Alizee TAB «co 
, 7 Sept. " 150.9 150.7 
1957 - Merch " 118.9 , z AEA 

Tne e 119.2 Dec. TSAG aK 

yept. " Ho) See 1964 - March " 158.6 156. 7 

Dec. h 120.9 
1958 - March " ie dene 

June \ 121.9 

yvept. =" 123.2 

Dec. : 125.2 


unit. 


Based on Pay-roll Tax returns and other data. 





(a) See explanatory notes on previous page. 


(b) Average earnings per employed male 
(c) The index for manufacturing 


industries for the years 1954-55 to 1962-63 ig based on the average earnings of male 
wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by annual Factory Censuses. 
The figures for periods Subsequent to June, 1963,are interim estimates based on Pay= 
roll Tax returns and are subject to revision when the Factory Census for 1963-64 is 


tabulated. 


NOTEs- The index numbers for "All Industries" and "Manufacturing" show the movement in 
average earnings for each group over a period of time. However, they do not 


give, at any point of time, a comparison of actual earnings in the two groups. 


Ko. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND SLATISTICS 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. (6TH JUNE, 1964 
NOTE:- Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 


41971, Extension 7 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


